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EX-CIA chief wins costs 
in Westmoreland-CBS case 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — Former CIA Di- 
ern tn 
rector Richard Helms should be re- 
1 


T 
ney’s fees he incurred by refusing to 
give a videotaped deposition na 
li Suit against the television net- 
work, a Tedotal appeals court ruled 


yesterday. 


The suit itself, in which Gen. Wil- 
liam C. Westmoreland sought $120 
million from CBS, was not at issue in 
the case before the U.S. Court of 
Appeals. That suit was settled in Feb- 
ruary after a trial but before it was 
submitted to the jury. 


While preparing its case, CBS sub- 
poenaed Helms and he appeared for a 
deposition Feb. 22, 1984. But he re- 
fused to have his testimony video- 
taped and attorneys for CBS peti- 
tioned a district court to have him 
held in contempt. The network lost 
and both parties asked to be awarded 
court costs, which were denied. 
Helms appealed. 
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Appeals Court Orders CBS 
To Pay Helms’s Fees in Suit 


uc 


The ruling by a panel of the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia involves one 
of the residual legal issues of the suit, 
which was dropped by General West- 
moreland before it went to the jury. 

Writing for the court, Juage George 
MacKinnon said that CBS should re- 
fund Mr. Helms the attorney fees and 
appeal costs incurred when he de- 
fended a contempt-of-court motion. 
No estimate of the amount of money 


involved was mentioned. 

James Noonan, a spokesman for 
CBS, said the network's pg 
had not yet been able to review 
ruling and had no comment. 

CBS charged Mr. Helms with con- 
tempt when he refused to be video- 
taped during a interview, 
even though he had consented to ques- 
oii in the presence of a stenogra- 
pher. 

“This case illustrates the need for 
imposing judicial sanctions against 


groundless litigation tactics,” the ap- — 


peals court said. ‘‘In seeking to have 
Helms found in contempt of court 
here, the petition was ill-founded’ 
and violated trial rules. 

The Westmoreland trial began in 
Federal District Court in Manhattan 
on Oct. 9, 1984. It ended 18 weeks later 
with General Westmoreland with- 


drawing his claim that CBS libeled 
him in a 1982 documentary, ‘“The Un-. 
counted Enemy: A Vietnam Deceps 
tion.’’ : : 

The documentary stated that Gen: 


eral Westmoreland’s command con- 


se ee nein ace te Tae 

enemy troop s ore 
offensive in January 1968. General 
Westmoreland was the commanden. 
ot United States troops in Vietnant 
from 1964 to 1968. 
CBS had wanted to question Mf.” 
the Ssule. 
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